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SUBJECT: BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVT ELECTIONS PROMISED 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS OCTOBER 6 THAT PRIME MINISTER 
SOMARE IN PRERECORDED BROADCAST TO PEOPLE OF BOUGAINVILLE 
HAS PROMISED ELECTIONS WOULD SOON BE HELD THERE FOR 
"CONSTITUTIONALLY ELECTED" BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY. 
NO DATE WAS GIVEN. HE ASSERTED THAT THE CENTRAL GOVT. 

WOULD HELP A BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVT., AND THAT YET 
OTHER PROVINCIAL GOVTS WOULD BE ESTABLISHED. 

2. COMMENT: IN JULY 1974 THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PASSED 

THE INTERIM BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVT ACT WHICH CREATED 
A BOUGAINVILLE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BY NAMING SOME TWENTY 
PRESIDENTS OF VILLAGE GOVERNMENT COUNCILS ON BOUGAINVILLE 
AS MEMBERS OF THE BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVT ASSEMBLY. 
ELECTIONS WERE TO BE HELD BY DECEMBER 1974, BUT WERE 
DEFERRED IN ORDER TO REDRAW ELECTORAL DISTRICTS, AND 
LATER BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF COOPERATION FROM THE 
INTERIM BPG LEADERSHIP. AT THACHEIGHT OF THE BPG 
CENTRAL GOVT DISPUTE THE CENTRAL GOVT STATED THE 
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ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE. THE CENTRAL GOVT HOWEVER DID 
NOT MANIFEST GREAT INTEREST IN GIVING IT SUCH STATUS 
BY HOLDING ELECTIONS BEFORE PNG ITSELF OBTAINED 
INDEPENDENCE. NOW THAT THE BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL 
GOVT HAS BEEN WEAKENED BY THE RESIGNATION AND REPLACE- 
MENT OF DR. ALEXIS SAREI, AND SINCE THE SECESSIONIST 
LEADERS HAVE NOT MADE GOOD THEIR UNILATERAL DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE ON SEPTEMBER 1. THE CENTRAL GOVT MAY 
FEEL THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO APPEAL TO THE BOUGAINVILLE 
PEOPLE. 

3. IF THE GPNG IS PROMOTING THE ELECTION IN THE BELIEF 
THAT IT WILL ENHANCE ITS POSITION THERE, IT IS DOING SO 
BASED ON INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE TO US AT THIS TIME. 

OUR GUESS IS THAT IT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE SECESSIONISTS 
BY GIVING LEGITIMACY TO A BPG ASSEMBLY OF MUCH THE SAME 
POLITICAL ATTITUDE THAT CURRENTLY EXISTS. 

4. LOCAL MEDIA REP CONSIDERS ANNOUNCEMENT WINDOW DRESSING 
IN LIGHT OF SOMARE'S VISIT TO SOLOMONS. CONSIDERS 
ELECTIONS WILL NOT BE SOON HELD BUT ANNOUNCEMENT GIVES 
SOMARE REBUTTAL TO POSSIBLE ALLEGATION BOUGAINVILLE 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DENIED VOICE IN CURRENT SETUP. 

OLMSTED 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS, BOUGAINVILLE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PORTM01052 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750347-0281 
From: PORT MORESBY 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751074/aaaacnzh.tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUL 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <19 NOV 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL GOVT ELECTIONS PROMISED CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
TAGS: PGOV, PP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



